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Avg. Hours per Response: The USPTO 
estimates that it takes the public 
approximately ten minutes (0.17 hours) 
to complete either the paper or online 
version of this survey. This estimated 
time includes gathering the necessary 
information, completing the survey, and 
submitting the completed survey to the 
USPTO. 

Needs and Uses: Individuals who 
work at firms that file more than six 
patent applications a year use the 
Patents External Quality Survey to 
provide the USPTO with their 
perceptions of examination quality. The 
USPTO uses the feedback gathered from 
the survey to assist them in targeting 
key areas for examination quality 
improvement and to identify important 
areas for examiner training. 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households; businesses or other for- 
profits; and non-profit institutions. 

Frequency: Semi-annually. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary. 
OMB Desk Officer: Nicholas A. Fraser, 

email: 
Nicholas_A._Fraser@omb.eop.gov. 

Once submitted, the request will be 
publicly available in electronic format 
through the Information Collection 
Review page at www.reginfo.gov. 

Paper copies can be obtained by: 
• Email: 

InformationCollection@uspto.gov. 
Include ‘‘0651–0057 copy request’’ in 
the subject line of the message. 

• Mail: Susan K. Fawcett, Records 
Officer, Office of the Chief Information 
Officer, United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313–1450. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent on 
or before November 13, 2012 to 
Nicholas A. Fraser, OMB Desk Officer, 
via email to 
Nicholas_A._Fraser@omb.eop.gov, or by 
fax to 202–395–5167, marked to the 
attention of Nicholas A. Fraser. 

Dated: October 5, 2012. 

Susan K. Fawcett, 
Records Officer, USPTO, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2012–25020 Filed 10–10–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–16–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Navy 

Notice of Intent To Prepare a 
Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Guam and 
Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands Military Relocation 
(2012 Roadmap Adjustments) and 
Notice of Public Scoping Meetings 

AGENCY: Department of the Navy, DoD. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 102(2)(c) 
of the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) of 1969, as implemented by 
the Council on Environmental Quality 
Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500–1508), 
the Department of the Navy (DoN) 
announces its intent to expand the 
scope of the ongoing Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) 
for a live-fire training range complex on 
Guam to evaluate the potential 
environmental consequences from 
construction and operation of a main 
cantonment area, including family 
housing, and associated infrastructure 
on Guam to support the relocation of a 
substantially reduced number of 
Marines than previously analyzed. This 
SEIS will supplement the Final EIS for 
the ‘‘Guam and Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands Military 
Relocation; Relocating Marines from 
Okinawa, Visiting Aircraft Carrier 
Berthing, and Army Air and Missile 
Defense Task Force’’ dated July 2010. 

Pursuant to 40 CFR 1502.9(c), the 
SEIS is being prepared for the limited 
purpose of supplementing the 2010 
Final EIS regarding the establishment of 
a live-fire training range complex, a 
main cantonment area, including family 
housing, and associated infrastructure 
on Guam. 

The purpose and need for the 
proposed action is to ensure that the 
relocated Marines are organized, 
trained, and equipped as mandated in 
Section 5063 of Title 10 of the U.S. 
Code, to satisfy individual live-fire 
training requirements as described in 
the Final EIS and associated Record of 
Decision (ROD), and to establish an 
operational U.S. Marine Corps (USMC) 
presence in Guam in accordance with 
April 2012 adjustments to the May 2006 
United States-Japan Roadmap for 
Realignment Implementation 
(Roadmap). 

The proposed action that will be 
analyzed in the SEIS is to construct and 
operate a live-fire training range 
complex on Guam that allows for 
simultaneous use of all firing ranges to 
support training and operations of the 

relocated Marines, and a main 
cantonment area of sufficient size and 
layout to provide military support 
functions, including family housing. 
The proposed action also includes the 
construction of utilities and 
infrastructure to support the range 
complex, main cantonment, and 
housing. 

The live-fire training range complex 
will consist of a Known Distance (KD) 
rifle range, a KD pistol range, a Modified 
Record of Fire Range, a nonstandard 
small arms range, a Multipurpose 
Machine Gun (MPMG) range, and a 
hand grenade range. The main 
cantonment area will provide military 
support functions (also known as base 
operations and support) to the relocated 
Marines. Such functions include, but 
are not limited to, headquarters and 
administrative support, bachelor 
housing, family housing, supply, 
maintenance, open storage, community 
support (e.g., retail, education, 
recreation, medical, and day care), some 
site-specific training, and open space 
(e.g., parade grounds, open training 
areas, and open green space in 
communities). The proposed action also 
includes the utilities and infrastructure 
required to support the range, 
cantonment, and housing areas. 

The DoN has identified seven (7) 
preliminary alternative locations for the 
live-fire training range complex: Two 
are adjacent to Route 15 in northeastern 
Guam, three are located at or 
immediately adjacent to the Naval 
Magazine (NAVMAG), also known as 
the Naval Munitions Site, one is located 
at Andersen Air Force Base (AAFB) 
Northwest Field in northern Guam, and 
one is located at Naval Computer and 
Telecommunications Station (NCTS) 
Finegayan on the northwest coast of 
Guam. The DoN has identified five (5) 
preliminary alternatives for the main 
cantonment/family housing: AAFB, 
NCTS Finegayan, NCTS Finegayan 
(main cantonment)/South Finegayan 
Navy Housing (family housing), Navy 
and Air Force Barrigada in the central 
area of Guam, and Naval Base Guam in 
the Apra Harbor area. 

The preliminary alternatives may 
continue to evolve as the DoN considers 
public and regulatory agency input 
through the NEPA process. For example, 
the DoN is currently working with the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
to determine whether airspace impacts 
would render an otherwise preliminary 
alternative untenable. Should the FAA 
conclude that an alternative’s conflicts 
with existing airspace are unmitigatable, 
that preliminary alternative would not 
be carried forward for evaluation in the 
SEIS. 
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The DoN encourages government 
agencies, private-sector organizations, 
and the general public to participate in 
the NEPA process for the SEIS. The DoN 
has invited the U.S. Air Force, the FAA, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, the 
Federal Highway Administration, 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 9, and the Office of Insular 
Affairs in the U.S. Department of the 
Interior to participate as cooperating 
agencies in the preparation of the SEIS. 

The DoN invites comments on the 
expanded proposed scope and content 
of the SEIS from all interested parties. 
Comments on the scope of the SEIS may 
be provided by mail and through the 
SEIS Web site at: http:// 
guambuildupeis.us. In addition, the 
DoN will conduct open-house style 
public scoping meetings on Guam to 
obtain comments on the scope of the 
SEIS and to identify specific 
environmental concerns or topics for 
consideration in the SEIS. Meetings will 
be held at the following locations and 
times: Thursday, November 8, 2012, 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., Bldg. 4175 (Old 
McCool School) Gym/Cafeteria, Santa 
Rita, Guam; Friday, November 9, 2012, 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., Okkodo High 
School, Dededo, Guam; and Saturday, 
November 10, 2012, from 12 p.m. to 3 
p.m., University of Guam Field House, 
Mangilao, Guam. 

Interested agencies, individuals, and 
groups unable to attend the open-house 
public scoping meetings are encouraged 
to submit comments by December 10, 
2012, Chamorro Standard Time (ChST). 
Mailed comments should be postmarked 
no later than December 10, 2012, ChST 
to ensure they are considered. Mail 
comments to: Joint Guam Program 
Office Forward, P.O. Box 153246, Santa 
Rita, Guam 96915. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Todd Spitler, Communications Director, 
Joint Guam Program Office, phone 703– 
602–4728. On Guam, please contact 
Major Darren Alvarez, Joint Guam 
Program Office Forward, phone 671– 
339–3337. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The DoN’s 
proposed action is to construct and 
operate a live-fire training range 
complex, a main cantonment area, 
including family housing, and 
associated infrastructure in support of 
the Guam Military Relocation. 

Background 

A ROD for the Final EIS was signed 
on September 20, 2010 (75 FR 60438, 
September 30, 2010). The ROD deferred 
a decision on the specific site for a live- 
fire training range complex. Regarding 

the establishment of the main 
cantonment area, the ROD selected an 
area utilizing Department of Defense 
(DoD)-owned lands at NCTS Finegayan 
and South Finegayan Navy Housing and 
acquiring land known as the former 
FAA parcel. The Final EIS identified 
this total area as the Preferred 
Alternative for establishment of the 
main cantonment area. 

In the months following the issuance 
of the ROD, the DoN made adjustments 
with regards to the live-fire training 
range complex, including application of 
probabilistic modeling that shrank the 
overall footprint of the MPMG range. 
DoN also formally committed that if the 
Route 15 area was selected for the live- 
fire training range complex, DoN would 
provide for 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week access to Pagat Village and Pagat 
Cave historical sites, to include the trail 
leading to both. 

Faced with this new information, the 
DoN initially elected to prepare a SEIS 
limited solely to the evaluation of 
impacts associated with the location, 
construction, and operation of the live- 
fire training range complex. The DoN 
issued its Notice of Intent (NOI) to 
prepare the SEIS in February 2012 (77 
FR 6787, February 9, 2012). In the NOI, 
the DoN preliminarily identified five 
alternatives for the range complex: Two 
were adjacent to Route 15 in 
northeastern Guam, and three were 
located at or immediately adjacent to 
the NAVMAG. Public scoping meetings 
were conducted for the SEIS in March 
2012, and the public scoping comment 
period closed on April 6, 2012. 

Shortly after the close of the public 
comment period, on April 27, 2012, the 
U.S.-Japan Security Consultative 
Committee (SCC) issued a joint 
statement announcing its decision to 
adjust the plans outlined in the May 
2006 Realignment Roadmap. In 
accordance with the SCC’s adjustments, 
the DoD adopted a new force posture in 
the Pacific providing for a materially 
smaller force on Guam. Specifically, the 
adjustments include reducing the 
originally planned relocation of 
approximately 8,600 Marines and 9,000 
dependents to a force of approximately 
5,000 Marines and approximately 1,300 
dependents on Guam. That decision 
prompted the DoN’s review of the major 
actions previously planned for Guam 
and approved in the September 2010 
ROD. This review concluded that while 
some actions remain unchanged as a 
result of the smaller force size, others, 
such as the main cantonment and family 
housing areas, could significantly 
change as a result of the modified force. 
The DoN has opted to issue a new NOI 
and amend the scope of the ongoing 

SEIS to add those actions that may 
materially change as a result of the new 
force posture. 

Range of Preliminary Alternatives 

The proposed reduction in the size of 
the new force structure does not affect 
all of the decisions that were made in 
the September 2010 ROD. For example, 
the relocation of the Marine Corps 
Aviation Combat Element facilities to 
AAFB, the development of the North 
Gate and access road at AAFB, the 
establishment of training ranges on 
Tinian, Apra Harbor wharf 
improvements, and the non-live-fire 
training ranges on Andersen South 
remain unaffected by the changes in 
force structure resulting from the April 
2012 Roadmap adjustments. These 
actions will occur no matter where on 
Guam the main cantonment and family 
housing areas and live-fire training 
range complex are situated. The 
potential environmental effects of these 
actions were fully and accurately 
considered and analyzed in the 2010 
Final EIS. For those decisions that are 
not affected by the new force structure, 
the September 2010 ROD stands as the 
final agency action for those elements. 
The expanded scope of the SEIS does 
not include the transient aircraft carrier 
berthing in Apra Harbor and the Army 
Air and Missile Defense Task Force. 

The reduction in the number of 
Marines and dependents to be relocated 
to Guam led to a reduction in the 
footprint for the main cantonment area, 
enabling development of new 
preliminary alternatives to be 
considered. The possibility of not 
establishing the main cantonment area 
at NCTS Finegayan opened that area up 
for consideration as a new preliminary 
alternative for the live-fire training 
range complex. Consideration of public 
input, refinement of range designs, and 
a reassessment of operational 
requirements, conflicts, and 
opportunities resulted in AAFB 
Northwest Field being added as a new 
preliminary range alternative. The 
number and size of the ranges 
comprising the live-fire training range 
complex are unaffected by the April 
2012 adjustments to the Roadmap and 
will remain as described in the 2010 
Final EIS. Similarly, the qualification 
standards have not changed. 

The DoN has identified five (5) 
preliminary alternatives for 
establishment of the main cantonment/ 
family housing area: AAFB, NCTS 
Finegayan, NCTS Finegayan (main 
cantonment)/South Finegayan Navy 
Housing (family housing), Navy and Air 
Force Barrigada, and Naval Base Guam. 
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The SEIS will also consider the No 
Action Alternative. Under the No 
Action Alternative, the DoN would 
continue to implement the September 
2010 ROD. The decision to construct 
and operate the live-fire training range 
complex would remain deferred, and 
DoN would establish a main 
cantonment area for approximately 
8,600 Marines and approximately 9,000 
dependents on DoD-controlled lands at 
NCTS Finegayan and South Finegayan 
and by acquiring land known as the 
former FAA parcel. Although the No 
Action Alternative presumes the present 
course of action identified in the 
September 2010 ROD, for purposes of 
assessing the environmental impacts of 
the proposed alternatives in the SEIS, 
the DoN will compare the impacts of the 
proposed action to the baseline 
conditions identified in the July 2010 
Final EIS. Baseline conditions will be 
updated in the SEIS, as appropriate, if 
new information is made available. The 
No Action Alternative is not a 
reasonable alternative. Foremost, it is 
inconsistent with the new force posture 
adopted by the DoD in accordance with 
the SCC’s April 27, 2012 adjustments to 
the Roadmap, which provide for a 
materially smaller relocated force on 
Guam. Furthermore, the No Action 
Alternative neither satisfies the need for 
training requirements for the relocated 
Marines as mandated in Section 5063 of 
Title 10 the U.S. Code, nor the 
individual live-fire training 
requirements as described in the Final 
EIS and ROD. 

The SEIS will evaluate environmental 
effects associated with: Geology and 
soils; water resources, which may 
include surface and ground water, 
floodplains, wetlands, wild and scenic 
rivers; terrestrial biology; threatened 
and endangered species and their 
designated critical habitat (if 
applicable); air quality; noise; airspace; 
cultural resources; socioeconomics; 
environmental justice (minority and low 
income populations and children); land 
use and coastal zone management 
federal consistency; utilities, 
transportation; hazardous materials/ 
hazardous waste/installation 
restoration; public health and safety; 
and other environmental concerns as 
identified through scoping. The analysis 
will include an evaluation of direct and 
indirect impacts, and will account for 
cumulative impacts from other relevant 
activities in the area of Guam. 
Additionally, the DoN will undertake 
any consultations required by all 
applicable laws or regulations. 

No decision will be made to 
implement any alternative until the 
SEIS process is completed and a ROD is 

signed by the Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy (Energy, Installations and 
Environment) or her/his designee. 

By publishing this Notice, the DoN is 
initiating a scoping process to identify 
community concerns and issues that 
should be addressed in the SEIS. 
Federal, Territorial, and local agencies, 
and interested parties and persons are 
encouraged to provide comments on the 
proposed action that clearly describe 
specific issues or topics of 
environmental concern that the 
commenter believes the DoN should 
consider. Additional information will be 
posted on the project web site as it 
becomes available. 

Comments may be submitted in 
writing at one of the public scoping 
meetings, through the project web site 
at: http://guambuildupeis.us, or may be 
mailed to: Joint Guam Program Office 
Forward, P.O. Box 153246, Santa Rita, 
Guam, 96915. 

To ensure consideration, all written 
comments on the scope of the SEIS must 
be submitted or postmarked by 
December 10, 2012, ChST. 

Dated: October 4, 2012. 
C.K. Chiappetta, 
Lieutenant Commander, Office of the Judge 
Advocate General, U.S. Navy, Federal 
Register Liaison Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2012–24972 Filed 10–10–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3810–FF–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Navy 

Notice of Availability of Government- 
Owned Inventions; Available for 
Licensing 

AGENCY: Department of the Navy, DoD. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The inventions listed below 
are assigned to the United States 
Government as represented by the 
Secretary of the Navy and are available 
for domestic and foreign licensing by 
the Department of the Navy. 

The following patents are available for 
licensing: Patent No. 7,810,498: 
VOLUME EXPANSION SYSTEM FOR 
BREATHING GAS IN CLOSED-CIRCUIT 
BREATHING//Patent No. 7,813,529: 
OPTICAL 3-D SURFACE 
TOMOGRAPHY USING DEPTH FROM 
FOCUS OF PARTIALLY OVERLAPPING 
2-D IMAGES//Patent No. 7,905,527: 
HARNESS ASSEMBLY FOR USE IN 
UNDERWATER RECOVERY 
OPERATIONS//Patent No. 7,932,718: 
SYSTEM AND METHOD USING 
MAGNETIC ANOMALY FIELD 
MAGNITUDES FOR DETECTION, 

LOCALIZATION, CLASSIFICATION 
AND TRACKING OF MAGNETIC 
OBJECTS// 

ADDRESSES: Requests for copies of the 
patents cited should be directed to 
Office of Counsel, Naval Surface 
Warfare Center Panama City Division, 
110 Vernon Ave., Panama City, FL 
32407–7001. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
James Shepherd, Patent Counsel, Naval 
Surface Warfare Center Panama City 
Division, 110 Vernon Ave., Panama 
City, FL 32407–7001, telephone 850– 
234–4646. 

Authority: 35 U.S.C. 207, 37 CFR part 404. 

Dated: October 3, 2012. 
C.K. Chiappetta, 
Lieutenant Commander, Office of the Judge 
Advocate General, U.S. Navy, Federal 
Register Liaison Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2012–24967 Filed 10–10–12; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3810–FF–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Annual Public Meeting of the 
Interagency Steering Committee on 
Multimedia Environmental Modeling 

AGENCY: Office of Environmental 
Management, Department of Energy. 
ACTION: Notice of meeting. 

SUMMARY: The annual public meeting of 
the Federal Interagency Steering 
Committee on Multimedia 
Environmental Modeling (ISCMEM) will 
convene to discuss the latest 
developments in environmental 
modeling applications, tools and 
frameworks as well as new operational 
initiatives for FY 2013 among the 
participating agencies. The meeting will 
be hosted by the U.S. Geological Survey, 
one of the participants in the ISCMEM, 
at its headquarters facility in Reston, 
VA. The meeting is open to the public 
and all interested parties may attend. 
DATES: November 7 and 8, 2012, from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., EST and 
November 9, 2012, from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon, EST. 
ADDRESSES: U.S. Geological Survey, 
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston, 
Virginia. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Pre- 
registration may be accomplished 
through the ISCMEM public Web site: 
http://iemhub.org/topics/iscmem. 
Instructions for registration through the 
Web site may be requested by email to 
Whelan.Gene@epamail.epa.gov. Other 
inquiries and notice of intent to attend 
the meeting may be faxed or emailed to: 
Dr. Ming Zhu, ISCMEM Chair, U.S. 
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An official Vatican working doc-
ument for the synod cited challenges
that include the sweeping advances of
globalization, communications, sec-
ularism and science as well as post-
Cold War encounters among the
Western, Islam and Asian cultures.

The document said the new evan-
gelization is mainly targeted at Eu-
rope and North America, where
once-robust Catholic populations
have flagged in numbers, devotion or
both.

While the Roman Catholic

Church officially records growing
numbers of American members, one
major survey released this year
found a decline in Catholic num-
bers, in part by excluding those who
call themselves Catholic but rarely
or never attend church.

The church’s own statistics show
a general decline through the
decades in rates of church baptisms,
marriages and funerals in the Unit-
ed States. That means even those
who call themselves Catholic are
turning less to the church during life-
cycle events that it considers crucial
moments for receiving sacraments.

And about a third of people who
are baptized Catholic as a child in the
United States are leaving the fold
when they grow up — with about
half becoming Protestant and the
other half abandoning organized re-
ligion entirely, a 2008 survey by the
Pew Forum on Religion and Public
Life found. The Pew Forum releas-
es a new report Tuesday.

The Catholic attrition rate is actu-
ally lower than in several other reli-
gious groups — including Bud-
dhists; Jehovah’s Witnesses; Protes-
tants, including those who switch
denominations; and even those

raised with no religion, a majority of
whom joined one.

But the Catholic exodus still rep-
resents several million disaffected
from the church that baptized them
— 1 in 10 American adults.

Many who left Catholicism said
they just gradually drifted away from
the church, stopped believing its
teachings or failed to have their spir-
itual needs met, according to Pew.

Those who became Protestants
mainly said they found their new re-
ligion more appealing while those
who are now nonreligious were
more likely to dissent with church
stances on such things as abortion,
homosexuality and artificial birth
control.

Bridging the divide
The official working document

for the synod focuses mainly on re-
evangelizing Catholics who have
lost faith rather than on those who
have gone to other Christian denom-
inations.

But the Rev. Thomas Reese, a
senior fellow at Georgetown Uni-
versity’s Woodstock Theological
Center and author of books on the
Catholic hierarchy, said the synod
is handicapped by a growing divide
between Catholic theologians and
bishops over where to draw the line
between what a Catholic must be-
lieve and legitimate areas where peo-

ple can question and dissent.
“What made Vatican II happen

was when theologians and bishops
came together in dialogue,” he said,
referring to the reformist council that
opened 50 years ago this month.

“Sometimes I think the new evan-
gelism is simply the catechism of
the Catholic Church with a smile,”
he said. “And that’s not selling.”

Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl of
Washington, who will help coordi-
nate the synod, lamented that gulf in
a Catholic News Service interview.
He said church-affiliated colleges
have a “long way to go” to conform
their religious teachings to the cate-
chism rather than teaching a sense of
a loving God that otherwise wasn’t
“rooted in the creed.”

Kurtz acknowledged the chal-
lenges but said opportunities abound
among Catholics who may be alien-
ated but still have pride in their
Catholic identity, have contacts with
Catholics and may show up for mar-
riages, baptisms, funerals and other
major church events.

“When we use categories (such as
active or lapsed Catholics), we’re
talking about real people,” he said.

Sometimes Kurtz said critics of
church doctrines have a distorted
view of them, and the goal should be
“inviting them to understand more
fully church teaching.”
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Take separate cars to the next family function
DEAR ABBY: I have been in a relationship

with “Ward” for two years. I love him and
everything is great except for one thing. He re-
fuses to compromise when it comes to his
family functions.

He’s very close to his extended family, and
every time there’s an event like a recent grad-
uation party for a cousin, he never wants to
leave. We were there for 10 hours, and I spent
more than half of it either alone or talking to
someone I didn’t know well because Ward
had ditched me.

I have spoken to him about this, but he’s un-
willing to compromise. He says his family
knows him as “the social guy” and expects him
to stay late and be the life of the party. It’s
getting old that he makes me feel like the bad
guy or a party-pooper when I want to leave.

We have had big fights over this. I’m not
sure what to do. This has caused a rift in our

relationship. — FAMILY-FUNC-
TIONED OUT IN MINNESOTA

DEAR FAMILY-FUNC-
TIONED OUT: When the next
family function rolls around, go in
separate cars. That way you can
leave when you get tired, and
Ward can stay as long as he
wants. No harm, no foul, no
fights.

DEAR ABBY: Several salesper-
sons recently have ended our trans-
action by saying, “Have a blessed day.” The
last two times it happened, I stopped and asked,
“What do you mean by that?” Both of them
stammered and didn’t know what to say.

One said, “I’m sort of religious.” I replied
that I’m atheist. I don’t think these folks real-
ize what they’re saying. The next time it hap-
pens, I plan to respond by asking Zeus to be-

stow blessings upon them as well.
Why do people feel they have a

right to force their religious beliefs
on customers? — ANNOYED
ATHEIST IN TEXAS

DEAR ANNOYED ATHEIST:
I seriously doubt they are trying
to proselytize. The expression
may be regional. Or the person
may feel that “blessed” is synony-
mous with “good,” ‘’happy” or
“safe.” If you wish to invoke the

blessings of Zeus upon them, feel free to
do so. But don’t be surprised if you have a
heck of a time getting waited on the next
time you visit the establishment.

DEAR ABBY: I married my high school
sweetheart at the age of 24. Five years later we
divorced. My current husband, “Gil,” had a
similar short first marriage.

Although Gil and I have chosen not to di-
vulge any information to our two children
about our previous marriages, my sister thinks
we should tell them everything because they
may find out later in life and be disappointed
they didn’t hear it from us. She has said on
many occasions that we are being dishonest.
That is certainly not our intention. We truly be-
lieve there’s no reason to bring up a past that
has no benefit in their lives.

Your advice is badly needed because I see
my relationship with my sister spiraling in a
downward direction. I love her, but I don’t
agree with her opinion. — LIVES IN THE
PRESENT

DEAR LIVES IN THE PRESENT: I see
no reason to make a “grand announcement”
to your children, but with the rate at which
marriages fail in this country, I also see no
reason to keep this a deep, dark secret. 

Dear Abby

 Continued from Page 16
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Kasuals will reunite at
charity ball on Dec. 20

The Annual GMA-GNA Christ-
mas Charity Ball will feature a very
special reunion of the Kasuals. The
event is scheduled for Dec. 20.
Seating assignments are on a first-
reserved, first-paid basis. The Ka-
suals formed in Guam in the mid
1970s before moving to Hawaii,
where they recorded “Songs About
Love” and “Ebony Eyes,” which
received extensive airplay on radio
stations in Hawaii and Guam. The
Kasuals received a Na Hoku
Hanohano Award for “Most Prom-
ising Artists.” For more informa-
tion, call 483-6600, 777-7227 or
777-8360, or email guammed-
icalassociation@gmail.com.

Habitat for Humanity
fundraiser on Oct. 26

Quiz Nite, the Habitat for Hu-
manity fundraiser that pits teams
against each other in a battle of
knowledge, returns Oct. 26 at the
Marriott. Doors open at 6 p.m., with
dinner at 6:30. The Quiz Nite battle
for the $600 grand prize will start at
7. Tickets are $270 for a team of six.
For more information, call 646-4667
or 565-6480, or email
habitat@guam.net.

Dededo veterans group
will meet tomorrow

The Dededo Veterans Organiza-
tion monthly meeting is scheduled
for 6:30 p.m. tomorrow at the Dede-
do Community Center. All mem-
bers are asked to attend and new
members are invited. For more infor-
mation, call the organization’s pres-

ident, Joe San Nicolas, at 482-4350.

Save 50% when you
adopt a dog this month

October is Adopt-a-Shelter Dog
Month and GAIN’s Yigo animal
shelter has more than 80 beautiful,
loving, four-legged guests of the ca-
nine persuasion awaiting adoption.
Throughout the month, GAIN is re-
ducing the adoption fee by 50 per-
cent — just $30 — in hopes of en-
ticing the public to come up to the
shelter and fall in love with one of
our adorable guests. For more in-
formation, or if you’re interested in
volunteering or would like to donate
to the shelter’s operating expenses,
call 653-GAIN(4246) or go online
to www.firstgiving.com/guamani-
malsinneed.

Volunteers sought to
help plant trees Oct. 27

The Guam Environmental Protec-
tion Agency — along with the Guam
Department of Agriculture’s Forestry
and Soil Resources Division, the
United States Department of Agricul-
ture’s Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service and volunteer groups
— is seeking volunteers for upcom-
ing tree-planting events. The events
are open to the public and volunteers
of all ages are encouraged to attend.
The next planting will begin at 8 a.m.
Oct. 27, at the Cetti Bay Overlook in
Umatac. During the second planting
event, volunteers are encouraged to
camp overnight at the planting site
until Sunday morning. Volunteers
should bring sturdy shoes, a water
bottle, sun screen, gloves if possible
and a camera. 

Get your reggae on at
Mars Pub in Tumon

DHX Productions presents “Reg-
gae on Mars Pub” every Wednes-
day, featuring DJ Raw Dag and spe-
cial guests playing a variety of reg-
gae music from all over the world.
Music begins at 9 p.m. Mars Pub is
located near Molly’s, The W Pub
and Route 66 in Tumon. There’s no
cover charge but you must be 21 or
older to attend.

Peter Tosh tribute set for
Oct. 21 at Green Lizard

DHX Production presents “The
Toughest Birthday Bash,” a tribute to
“The Bush Doctor” Peter Tosh on
Oct. 21 at the Green Lizard in Tumon.
The party kicks off at 6 p.m., featur-
ing live music from 4 Play, Mr. Char-

lie featuring a Peter Tosh tribute set,
and DJ Raw Dag. Cover charge is
$5; you must be 21 or older.

‘Call the Midwife’ series
airs tonight on PBS

PBS GUAM/KGTF Channel 12
is airing “Call the Midwife,” a mov-
ing and intimate insight into the
world of midwifery and family life
in 1950s East London. The program
is seen through the eyes of a young
nurse, Jenny Lee, as she arrives at
Nonnatus House to live and work
as a midwife alongside an Order of
Nuns. PBS GUAM will air the

episodes every Monday evening at
8 p.m. through Nov. 5 Local sup-
port for broadcasting of the program
is made possible by Sagua Mañagu
and Marianas Physicians Group.

White Cane Safety Day
wave set for tomorrow

New Vision, Guam! Inc. will hold
its 2nd Annual Wave in observance
of White Cane Safety Day from 4 to
6 p.m. tomorrow at the ITC intersec-
tion in Tamuning. Refreshments and
entertainment by DJ Daryl Lizama.
For more information, call 456-3793
or Rodney Calimlim at 929-9993.

Ceramic Celebration VI
runs through Nov. 16

Ceramic Celebration VI is an Isla
Center for the Arts fundraising event
featuring beautifully handcrafted
ceramic pieces by Lewis Rifkowitz,
a University of Guam fine arts pro-
fessor of sculpture/ceramics and
other local ceramic artists, spon-
sored by the University of Guam
College of Liberal Arts and Social
Sciences. There will be more than
100 ceramic pieces for sale to help
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Husband has obligation to tell truth about affair
Dear Annie: I have been married for 36

years. Eight months ago, I learned that my
husband had been calling other women, one
in particular, for the past two years. The calls
included text messages and pictures.

The woman he was mostly in touch with is
someone I know. She is married. My husband
would call her multiple times, and each call
would last nearly an hour. In addition, they
would text each other 40 times during the day.

My husband refuses to explain why he start-
ed calling her and will not tell me what they
talked about. This has led to some terrible
fights. I don’t know what to do. I love my
husband very much and was devastated to
learn about these calls.

He says they did not have a sexual affair, and
I want to believe him. I have gone to counsel-
ing. He went once, but when the counselor

asked him to talk about the phone
calls, he became angry and stomped
out. I suggested going to a different
counselor, but he says he doesn’t
need to.

I have forgiven him, but I am
haunted by images of them togeth-
er. I would like him to respect our
marriage enough to tell me the truth,
but I have no idea how to get him
to open up. Am I being too demand-
ing? — Lost in the Country

Dear Lost:  You are not
wrong. Your husband doesn’t
want to take responsibility for
his affair (physical or emotion-
al) and has made you believe that you are
not entitled to the truth. But he has an ob-
ligation to be completely transparent

about his motives and behav-
ior. Since he refuses counseling,
please continue on your own
and work through this in what-
ever way is best for you.

Dear Annie: I am really con-
cerned about my husband. He be-
came unemployed at the beginning
of this year when we were expect-
ing our second child.

Right now, he is selling cars to
get by, but the hours are brutal, and
the pay is inconsistent. He went
back to school to study computers
and network security and applied
for a job with a computer compa-

ny. This is an exciting opportunity for him.
The company asked to schedule an in-

terview. My husband told them he is busy

this time of year, but would be available as
soon as he has next month’s schedule and
can check the dates. He left his cellphone
number for them to contact him, and now
we are just waiting. It has only been a few
days, but I am so stressed about this. By
saying he was busy, did he take himself out
of the running for an interview? — Mrs.
Concerned

Dear Concerned: No. Your husband
should call the company as soon as he
knows his schedule. The fact that he is
busy with another job could actually work
in his favor. There is, of course, a possibil-
ity that the company will hire someone
else in the meantime, but that could have
happened regardless. Concentrate your
thoughts on a positive outcome. Good
luck.

Dear Annie

 See On the fridge. Page 23
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sponsored by Ginen I Hila’ I Mag-
a’taotao Siha Association (From the
Tongues of the Noble People Asso-
ciation) will be held from 6 to 8
p.m. Friday at the Statue of Liber-
ty Park at the Paseo de Susana of
the Hagåtña Boat Basin. A delight-
ful evening of just plain fun in
telling stories in an open format
from the general public commands
the evening's program.  Bring lawn
chairs, mats, small flashlights, bot-
tled water, hand fans, mosquito
coils or insect repellent, umbrellas

and a willingness to talk story. For
additional information, call Peter
R. Onedera at 477-4234 or 486-
3210 or, or send email to peteroned-
era@gmail.com.

Conference on libraries,
museums Nov. 13-16

The Guam Library Association
will host the 22nd Annual Pacific
Island Association of Libraries,
Archives, and Museums Conference
on Guam Nov. 13-16 at the Holi-
day Resort and Spa Guam.  This
year’s theme is: “Reset: Information
Services Trends in 2012.” The pro-

gram includes information regarding
new trends in delivery and access to
information through technology. At-
tendees can earn one graduate cred-
it/CEU by attending workshops, lec-
tures, panel discussions, presenta-
tions and participating in tours of li-
brary and museum facilities. High-
lights include Jon Fernandez, super-
intendent of Guam DOE,  as the
keynote speaker, and  special guest
Efren Peñaflorida, the CNN 2009
Hero of the Year. For more informa-
tion, email Cyndy Pruski at guam.li-
brary.association@gmail.com or call
789-1996.

Check out a showcase
of veterans’ art today

The Guam Vet Center is pleased
to announce the 10th  Annual Veter-
an’s Art Showcase through today at
the Agana Shopping Center’s center
court. The theme this year is “The
New Beginning,” or “Nuebu Tine
Tuhon.”

Katya Grineva concert
has been postponed

The Katya Grineva concert to
benefit the Guam Symphony Soci-
ety has been postponed until further
notice. Weather conditions in the
East Coast have delayed the arrival
of Katya Grineva, who was sched-
uled to headline the benefit concert.
Concert promoters will announce
the new date once it’s been con-
firmed. For more information, call Jo
Ann Mafnas at 588-7251 or 482-
0377.

Those who remember
Japanese period sought

People who remember living dur-
ing the Japanese colonial period
(1914-1944) are invited to be part of
an ongoing research project conduct-
ed by Saipan resident Jessica Jordan,
according to a news release. Research
questions focus on understanding
memories of the Japanese period in
terms of how they are relevant for
life nowadays. Stories about Japan-
ese colonial influences in the North-
ern Marianas that may appear less of-
ten in mainstream sources are of spe-
cial concern. Jessica Jordan, a Ph.D.
candidate in bistory at the Universi-
ty of California, San Diego, is in the
Northern Marianas conducting re-
search until early 2013. For more in-
formation, email jejordan@ucsd.edu
or call 670-285-9554.

Retiree Appreciation
Day set for Nov. 10

Military Retirees: Retiree Appre-
ciaiton Day will be held from 8 a.m.
to noon Nov. 10 at the Top of the
Rock club on Andersen Air Force
Base. Register via emial at
Guam.RAO@us.af.mil or call 366-
2574 and leave a message.

Keep in shape over the
holidays with Bootycamp

There’ still time to sign up for
the Synergy Studio Holiday Booty-
camp, which will run from Nov. 5-
23. The bootycamp includes: a pre-
assessment; a post-assessment; a

box of puretrim; a nutritional guide;
and closed-off classes for booty-
campers. Members of Synergy can
join for free; $100 for non-mem-
bers. for more information, call
472-9642 or email synergystu-
dio671@gmail.com.

Guma’ Mami meeting
will be held Nov. 30

Guma’ Mami Inc., a private non-
profit community-based organiza-
tion providing advocacy, housing
and support services to persons with
cognitive/developmental disabilities
and other disabilities, will hold its
semiannual general membership
meeting at 4 p.m. Nov. 30 at the
Sinajana Community Center. Mem-
bers are reminded to update their
membership and RSVP by Nov. 28.
For accommodations, call  477-
1505/1764 or email
gumamami@guam.net.

‘Mind Over Magic’ show
set for Nov. 15-16 at FD

Master Magician Anthony Reed
presents “Mind Over Magic” at 9:15
and 10:30 a.m. Nov. 15-16 at the
Father Duenas Memorial School
Phoenix Center. Tickets are $12 per
student, free for teachers (with some
restrictions). Round-trip transporta-
tion can be provided for $6 per per-
son. For reservations, call 734-
2571~3.

Ceramic Celebration VI
runs through Nov. 16

Ceramic Celebration VI is an Isla
Center for the Arts fundraising event
featuring beautifully handcrafted ce-
ramic pieces by Lewis Rifkowitz, a
University of Guam fine arts pro-
fessor of sculpture/ceramics and oth-
er local ceramic artists, sponsored
by the University of Guam College
of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
to help fund the Isla Center for the
Arts. The exhibit runs through Nov.
16 at Isla Center for the Arts, House
15 in Dean’s Circle on the UOG
campus. It’s open to the public and
admission is free.

Take job preparation
and computer classes

The next session of Immaculate
Heart of Mary LifeCorp Ameri-
Corps computer literacy skills and
job preparedness classes begin Nov.
26. For more information, call 477-
9118 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday
through Friday.
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Your friend is a small-time, chiseling con man
DEAR ABBY: I have a friend, “Dick,” who

wears veteran hats — “Vietnam Vet,” ‘’Proud
to Be a Marine,” etc. — that imply he was in
the service. The problem is, Dick was never
in any branch of the military at any time.

Dick claims he’s “honoring” them by wear-
ing the hats. But when he goes into a restau-
rant or other place that offers military dis-
counts, he always inquires about them. And he
has never refused the offer of one or admitted
he wears the slogans only to honor others and
was never actually in the service himself.

I come in contact with REAL military serv-
ice people who deserve to wear these hats. I
asked a couple of them about what to do with
Dick, but you can’t print their responses. Abby,
what’s your take? — VALUES HONESTY IN
OHIO

DEAR VALUES HONESTY: The fact
that I can’t print the reaction of legitimate

veterans to what Dick is doing in-
dicates how offensive and wrong
it is. It appears your friend is a
small-time, chiseling con man
who takes advantage of people’s
patriotism. Why you would call
someone like this a “friend” is
puzzling, because you seem to
have a well-developed sense of
right and wrong.

A word of advice: Sooner or
later, people like Dick are discov-
ered. 

DEAR ABBY: I am dating a wonderful
man, “Andrew,” who has two sons, ages 10 and
12. Both of them have horrible table manners.
Eating with them is like watching pigs at a
trough. I have discussed this with Andrew,
who agrees but has done nothing to correct
them.

I don’t know how to instill prop-
er eating manners in the boys with-
out coming across as though I’m
better than they are. Do you have
any suggestions? — THE NAPKIN
GOES ON THE LAP

DEAR NAPKIN: You can’t
blame the boys for not knowing
something they were never
taught. However, lecturing them
at this point would be counter-
productive and could cause a rift

between you and your boyfriend.
Enlist Andrew’s help and discuss with

his sons the difference between “casual”
table manners and those that are expected
when people dine in public or at a friend’s
house. Tell them you’re willing to teach
them, explain the rules, model the behav-
ior and help them practice. Then reward

them by taking them to the restaurants and
praising them if they do well.

DEAR ABBY: I’m a 56-year-old man who
made some bad decisions when I was 16. I
stole items from a close family member to
pay for a drug habit. After 30 years of sobri-
ety, what I did continues to cause me grief
and torment.

I am torn over confessing to this family
member because I know that when I do, any
relationship between us will end. Do I confess
to clear my conscience, or do I remain silent
and tormented by what I did? — DIS-
TRAUGHT IN TEXAS

DEAR DISTRAUGHT: I think, deep
down, you already know the answer to that
question, You are no longer the person you
were at 16, so apologize and show you are
willing to take responsibility for what you
did. 

Dear Abby

 Continued from Page 28
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Oct. 16, 2000

Mayor scores CPA for delay in Rota airport project
Rota Mayor Benjamin T. Manglona on Friday expressed dis-
appointment over what he believes was another unnecessary 
delay in the construction of the island’s airport runway project, 
which is scheduled to begin in January 2001. “[W]e do not un-
derstand CPA’s [Commonwealth Ports Authority] rationale in 
postponing the scheduled construction date for the project. We 
have advanced the funding to CPA because of the urgency of 
the project,” said Mr. Manglona. In his Sept. 13 letter to CPA 
Board Chair Roman S. Palacios and Executive Director Carlos 
H. Salas, the mayor said Rota cannot wait for yet another three 
months to begin construction of the runway project.

More availing of US housing assistance 
A strong manifestation of hard economic times, the Northern 
Marianas Housing Corporation has reported a significant in-
crease in the number of CNMI families who have availed the 
Section-8 Housing Assistance Program during the last two 
years. CNMI Housing Manager Diana P. Crisostimo said more 
than 200 families throughout the Northern Marianas are now 
enjoying the benefits of the federally funded Section-8 Program, 
which provides housing assistance to very low and low-income 
families. More than 100 families are currently renting units at 
NMHC-administered subdivisions in Garapan, Mihaville and 
Koblerville on Saipan, and on Tinian and Rota, Ms. Crisostimo 
said in an interview.

Oct. 16, 2001

House seeks passage of youth act
Members of the House of Representatives are awaiting executive 
action on legislation that would establish an agency tasked to co-
ordinate and organize youth affairs. House leaders are pushing for 
the signing into law of House Bill 12-322 or the Commonwealth 
Youth Affairs Act of 2001, envisioned to give birth to the Office of 
Special Assistant for Youth Affairs under the Governor. The entity 
will be charged with the responsibility of steering youth-oriented 
activities in the promotion of youth development.

Legislators avenge ‘death’ of dialysis centers
The Tinian and Rota delegation at the Senate will hold hostage 
all nominations being made by Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio until such 
time that the governor stops blocking the dialysis center projects 
for the two senatorial districts. As its initial salvo against the ad-
ministration, Sen. Joaquin G. Adriano said he and his colleagues 
will block the confirmation of two of the four names that Teno-
rio nominated to the Board of Regents of the Northern Mariana 
College. In a retaliatory move meant to be a stinging message 
to the Executive Branch, Adriano said that Rota and Tinian have 
agreed to block half of all gubernatorial nominees that Tenorio 
would send to the Senate for confirmation.

Oct. 16, 2002

CDA waives over half of CUC’s $106M debt
The Commonwealth Development Authority has agreed to 
waive more than 50 percent of the Commonwealth Utilities 
Corpo-ration’s some $106 million accumulated debt with the 
lending agency, government officials said. CUC Board Chair 
Frank Guerrero said this was contained in the utility firm’s yet-
to-be signed Memorandum of Agreement with CDA. “We have 
an outstanding amount of some $106 million. About 50 percent 
of that will be credited-or waived-in our favor,” Guerrero said 
in an interview. CUC comptroller Rufo Mafnas has also said the 
total debt would be cut down by “over 50 percent.” The CDA 
had signed the MOA. It is now waiting for CUC to approve it.

Salas wants HPMR dropped
Saying that the Commonwealth would be better off without a 
third party administrator to handle government health insurance 
claims, Rep. Andrew S. Salas has discouraged the Legislature 
from locating funds that will be used to pay the $1.4 million 
overdue medical referral bills reportedly owed to the Hawaii 
Pacific Medical Referral. This way, Salas hopes the HPMR 
would voluntarily terminate its contract with the NMI Retire-
ment Fund, as the former had originally planned to do if the 
government fails to meet the payment deadlines set for Oct.15 
and Nov. 15. “We don’t really need a third party administrator 
on island. As a matter of fact, I’ll be happy if they don’t renew 
the contract. If they pull out of their contract and consider it null 
and void, be my guest,” said Salas.

L O C A L

The jury trial of Jose Ilo San-
tos, a 62-year-old man accused 
of sexually molesting a then 
8-year-old girl, began yesterday 
in Superior Court 

As this developed, two men 
were arrested on Tinian and tak-
en to the Saipan Superior Court 
yesterday for allegedly having 
sexual relations with a 14-year-
old girl who is now pregnant.

Leon Joaquin Sanchez, 31, 
and Donald Cruz Arriola, 24, 
were arrested over the weekend 
on Tinian on charges of sexual 
abuse of a minor in the second 
degree. Their bail was set at 
$25,000 cash each.

The prosecution and the de-
fense counsel gave their open-

ing statements yesterday after-
noon in the case of Santos. The 
prosecution then began calling 
in witnesses.

When Saipan Tribune left the 
courtroom shortly before 5pm, a 
Commonwealth Health Center 
doctor was still on the witness 
stand. The witness was among 
the two doctors who examined 
the alleged victim.

Assistant attorneys general 
James McAllister and Margo 
Brown are prosecuting the case. 
Assistant public defender Doug-
las Hartig is counsel for Santos. 
Associate Judge Joseph N. Ca-
macho is presiding. 

The doctor testified that the 
alleged victim was very fright-

ened and tearful when he exam-
ined her. He said he was unable 
to complete the examination at 
the time so he called a female 
doctor in.

The doctor said the other 
doctor examined the girl in the 
presence of the child’s mother, 
a social worker, and a sexual as-
sault nurse, and they were able 
to complete the examination.

The doctor said they deter-
mined that the girl had been vio-
lated and the results of the uri-
nalysis indicated an infection so 
they recommended treatment.

The Office of the Attorney 
General charged Santos, also 
known as Grandpa Ping, with 
two counts of sexual abuse of a 
minor in the first degree for al-
legedly molesting a then 8-year-
old girl on April 23, 2011, and 
May 7, 2011 in Tanapag. Santos 

pleaded not guilty.
In the case against Sanchez 

and Arriola, Tinian police de-
tective Barbara K. Arend stat-
ed in her report that a mother 
had her daughter take a preg-
nancy test at the Tinian Health 
Center on Oct. 2, 2012, and 
that the test showed that the 
girl is pregnant.

Arend said the girl later told a 
Division of Youth Services officer 
that she had sex with two men in 
the latter part of August this year 
and that one of them was Arriola.

Arend said that Arriola admit-
ted in a separated interview that 
he had sex with the girl four times 
but cannot remember when.

The detective said the girl 
told the same DYS officer that 
Sanchez made her pregnant 
as they had sex since late July 
2012. (Ferdie de la Torre)

Police arrested Friday night in 
Dandan the masked man who 
allegedly robbed the poker 
game room of J’s Restaurant in 
Gualo Rai last Oct. 4.

Maximo S.N. Muña, 21, was 
taken to Superior Court yester-
day morning for a bail hearing 
on charges of robbery, assault 
with a dangerous weapon, theft, 
and disturbing the peace. His 
bail was set at $50,000 cash.
Preliminary hearing will be on 
Oct. 24 at 9am.

Drug Enforcement Task Force 
detective Dennis M. Reyes stat-
ed in his report that Muña’s male 

companion was the supposed 
driver of a getaway vehicle.

The companion, however, 
panicked, Reyes said, when 
people started screaming and 
running to the parking lot of J’s 
Restaurant during the robbery.

The companion allegedly drove 
off from the parking lot without 
Muña and headed south on Mid-
dle Road, where a marked police 
vehicle later pulled him over.

Reyes said the male compan-
ion admitted in a later interview 
that he and Muña were involved 
in the J’s Restaurant game room 
robbery.

The companion told police 
that prior to the robbery, Muña 
came to his house in Koblerville 
and they smoked “ice  inside the 
companion’s vehicle.

After Muña left the compan-
ion walked to the KB Poker 
and Laundry in Koblerville to 
play poker until 3am. As he was 
playing poker, Muña arrived and 
they proceeded to 888 Poker in 
Garapan, where Muña allegedly 
asked his companion if he wants 
to make money. 

Muña allegedly instructed his 
companion to go to J’s Restau-
rant and park the vehicle near 

the DEQ building close to the 
main road.

Muña allegedly put on a 
mask, took a machete from 

inside his pants, and headed to-
ward J’s Restaurant. After a few 
minutes, the companion heard 
people screaming and running to 
the parking lot of J’s Restaurant.

The companion panicked and 
left the parking lot of DEQ and 
headed south on Middle Road, 
where a police vehicle pulled 
him over.

Police officer Jason Tarkong 
said a masked man wearing gray 
shorts and a green camouflage 
long-sleeved shirt went inside J’s 
Restaurant at 5:35am on Oct. 4.

The suspect, who was armed 
with a machete, approached the 
cashier’s counter then proceed-
ed to the cashier’s booth.

The robber then grabbed a 
plastic basket containing over 
$120 in coins and ran outside 
the building.

Tarkong said police officers 
responded and recovered a plas-
tic container with about $90 in 
coins in the parking lot of the 
restaurant.  (Ferdie de la Torre)

The Commonwealth Healthcare 
Corp. will be releasing a portion 
of the housing allowance that 
employees have been waiting 
for since March this year.

Corporation board chair 
Joaquin Torres confirmed yes-
terday that affected employees 
would get a one-month payment 
of the benefit on Friday.

This applies to employees 
who were recruited from off-
island and amounts to $800 for 
those with families and $600 for 
single employees. 

“This is really good news for all 
of us. We’re hoping the corpora-
tion CEO and the board will con-
tinue honor their word that they 
will pay us little by little until we 
get the full payment,” a longtime 
employee told Saipan Tribune.

The corporation is behind in the 
release of housing benefits mainly 
due to the lack of funding.

Torres reiterated that the 
corporation still honors the re-
maining unpaid obligation and 
would satisfy the payment once 
funding is identified. (Moneth 
G. Deposa)

Jury trial of Grandpa Ping for sex abuse begins
» 2 men arrested on Tinian for
alleged sexual abuse of minor

J’s Restaurant robbery suspect falls

March housing perk for
CHC staff out this week
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